
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WE 
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GLNS COMPLEX, DELHI GATE, NE 

ISABILITY WELFARE B':M 


F. 82/520/AR Deptt/ADlll!DSWno11 o2/1lJlf6~s $~Dated: O 6 MAR -·2012 

To - - ­
Pr.Secretary, 
Deptt.ofTraining & Technical Education~ ~}hi 
Muni Maya Ram Marg,- ? iram Pl.lra. DeL'"ii. 

SUB: Banning the use of expression" Handicapped" 

Sir/Madam, 

I am directed to enclose herewith a letter received from State 
Commissioner (Disabilities) dated: 21/02/2012 addressed to Secretary (SW). 

The said letter refers to banning the use ofthe expression "Handicapped ... 
Further, a reference no: 10-04/CCD/2012/R 1008 dated:07/02n012 from Chief 
Com.missioner for Persons ·with Disabilities has also requested to ban the 
expression ·'Handicapped" and such other demeaning expressions \Vith immediate 
efte-Ct. 

H is therefore requested to all Departments /Organizations /PSUs I 
Corporations /Board to adhere to the directions by Chief Commissioner for 
Persons with DisabiJjties and direct their subordinate offices, units. branches, etc.J under their control for compliance of the same. A copy of 1elter from 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities and from State Commissioner~ 
(Disabiiities) is enclosed for reference, please. 

Encl: A/A 

(P .C.Shanna) 
Jt.Director (Tech) 
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O/o The Commissioner (Disabilities)
Commissioner (Disabilities) 

Govt. ofN.C.T. of Delhi 

1, Canning Lane, K.G. Marg 
New Delhi-110001 
Phone : 23073869 
Fax : 23070532 
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-, i"5fN~ \\'1..'. IHl\C received a lc:tter rrom 1hc Chil:!f Commissioner for Persons '\ith 

1)1s..1bilities dated J1h f l:!bntar~. 2012 n.:ga rding banning the LISC of' the e;..;pr~ssi011 

··J·landtcdppeJ"'. I am enclosing a cop) ol thc lellLr lo you. 

"io far as '"~ ha' e nolict!d onl) on~ organization corporation under the Delhi Cro\ l. 

Viz .. Delhi SC ST OBC. i\linoriti~s Handicapped Fimrncial De\ elopment Corporation u:->t;;'> 

the <.:\.pr~"sion --Handicapped.. \la: I ike to take up th~ issue "' ith this Corporation as also r 
\ ~fl infl11m oth..:r£clhi Go\ ernment Dep~1nrnents_, PSUs 1 Organizations about the .2. icws l).£ th~ 

/\ ) LJ,J Chief Commissioner (Disabilities). 
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Fry P~·$ons N'I~ f;1~E:.b·lne~ 

Ref.No. l 0-04/CCD/2012 /i2. loo~· Dated 7th February, 2012 

To 
Commissioner. Disabilities 

Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi 

1. Canning Lane. 

Kasturba Gandhi r11arg 

New Delhi- 11000~ 


Subject: Banning the use of the expression ·'handicapped .. 

Sir, 

In inviting your a ttention to the subject noted above, this 
Commissionerate hereby seeks to jmpress upon you the need for discouraging 
and bmning rhe us1; of lhe expression ..handicapped" at least in the context of 
official correspondence, official reports, Government institutions. 
organizations, etc. It goes without saying that the expression :.handicapped'. 
violates and undermines the dignity of persons with disabilities which is so 
manifestly against rhe spirit of the Constitution of India, the Persons v.ith 
Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) 
Act, 1995. and, the l:njted ~ations Convention on rhe Rights of Persons wich 
Disabilities to which India is a State party. 

? That such an expression, as stated above, violets and undermines the 
dignity of persons with disabilities becomes all the more clear when one 
considers the origin or etymology of such expression. Jn medieval Europe, . 
beggars used to beg with a cap in their hands. Over a period of time. this came 
to be associated with persons with disabilities as rhey were. for a! ! practical 
purposes, considered objects of p ity and passive recipients of charity not 
cap able of doing anything except begging. How blatanlly erroneous such an 
attitude happens to be requires no elaboration! 

3. Moreover, the use of such other expressions as '·differently abled" 
should also be discouraged as such an expression harps more on 1he 
differentialiry <iime~sicn at a tim~ when we need to promote equality 
dimension. Jn addition, no two living entities under the sun are uniformall) 
abled or uniformally disabled in all respects. ln 1hat sense, each one of us, 
regardless of our ability or disability, happens to be unique and different. 
Therefore, it is erroneous to single out and to describe only persons with 
disabilities as "differently abled". 
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4 . In vievv of the above, it would be appropriate to describe such persons as 
"persons with disabihi:ies", or for that matter, as "persons with blindness·'. 
"persons with speech and hearing impairment". «persons with locomotor 
disabilities", etc. v.;herever such description is both necessary and relev8.nt. 

5. ln the facts and circumstances stated above. you are requested to ban the 
expressio11 "handicr.pped'. and such other demeaning expressions \'.\'ith 
immediate effect. You are also requested to appropriately rename the National 
institutes like "National Institute for the Visually Handicapped'', "National 

Institute for lhe Hearing Handicapped". etc . 

6. Action taken in the matter may kind ly be im:imated. 

Yours Sinccreiy, 
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( P .K. Pind1a ) 


